Are You AWARE?

We are being aerially sprayed to treat for the light brown apple moth (LBAM).

We will be sprayed up to 9 times per year for 2-10 years. Each time, they will spray for 2-6 nights, 8 PM until early AM. We are to stay indoors, close windows, bring our pets inside, bring toys inside, and wash down all outdoor play equipment or eating surfaces afterward. The spray is long-acting and will remain in our environment for months. 

The spray IS NOT JUST A MOTH PHEROMONE!! The pheromone is “packaged” in a microencapsules with a cocktail of so-called “inert” ingredients.

(  The spraying program is based on bad science!  Experts say it won’t eradicate the moths & 
will damage human health. 

(  There were 643 Health Complaints after spraying in Monterey & Santa Cruz Counties.  

(  Experts say health complaints were consistent with inhaling the pesticide’s small particles 
& surfactants.

“Inert” ingredients in pesticides are not regulated and not required to be tested! They are among the most dangerous, often carcinogenic, substances, according to Richard Fagerlund, board-certified entomologist, UNM & San Francisco Chronicle columnist.

Microencapsulation: The pheromone is contained within little plastic balls (“microencapsules”). The UC Davis study1 of samples collected during the Fall 2007 spray showed microcapsules as small as 10 microns, a particulate size the American Lung Association says can harm lungs.
Surfactants: Surfactants assist in getting pesticides out of the spraying machines easily. They reduce surface tension and remove oils. Spraying surfactants could damage human respiratory lining by disrupting the delicate balance of normal surfactants critical for normal functioning of human lungs. Surfactants also harm birds, as happened with the death of local seabirds by making them unable to float. “The substance sickening the seabirds is a protein ‘surfactant’… but state analysts are still trying to pinpoint the protein's source.”3
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is spraying urban residential areas with untested biochemical pesticides, and they have offered NO MEDICAL ASSISTANCE: The manufacturers have done NO long-term studies on either the active or the “inert” ingredients to find out if they are safe for humans, animals, or the environment. CDFA began spraying without evidence of safety, without a plan for collecting adverse health effects, and without offering medical assistance to those affected. 

CDFA declared an “Emergency” to bypass State Law requiring an Environmental Impact Report and sprayed pesticides on cities BEFORE safety reviews were complete:  CDFA declared an “emergency” despite expert opinions that the apple moth has done little or no damage to crops or local plants and has been here for two years or more. Many experts report the spraying will not be effective in eradicating the moth. 

1  http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/PDEP/lbam/pdfs/Reports/ATL_Pheromone_Toxicity_Testing_112807.pdf

3  http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/PDEP/lbam/pdfs/Articles/Santa_Cruz_Sentinel_article_seabird_Nov28_07.pdf


Info. websites: www.CASSonline.org  www.StopTheSpray.org  www.LBAMspray.com 

THE BOTTOM LINE

If you object to being sprayed with this, 

( CALL THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, 916-445-2841

( GO TO www.LBAMspray.com/OutreachTools.htm  “WHAT CAN I DO” FLYER
