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NOTE TO EDITORS - IN CASE YOU MISSED IT:

USDA Secretary Ed Schafer Speaks on the 
Light Brown Apple Moth today in Sacramento


(Translation by LBAMspray.com to debunk what they are really saying)

Sacramento, CA, March 25, 2008 – Today, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Schafer attended the CDFA’s “Ag Day at the Capitol,” and made remarks to the public and media on the state of agriculture.  Specifically, he had the following to say about the Light Brown Apple Moth (as prepared for delivery):

“…I also want you to know that USDA is very concerned about the threat the Light Brown Apple Moth poses to your orchards, fields and forests.  And we really are here to help (by inflicting unwarrented quarantines, fines and shut downs).

We are going to continue to work closely with the California Department of Food and Agriculture to eradicate this invasive species from your state… using the safest and most effective means possible.

This challenge calls for partnership and resolve.  The only responsible course of action is to stop the progress (by using the most ineffective method of aerial spraying and not using effective sticky traps that actually catch and kill the moth) of this species while we can-before it does serious damage to California’s agricultural economy ( there has be no documents evidence of crop damage in California) and spreads far beyond the areas where it is today (fear, fear, fear sign here).  Left unchecked, this moth could destroy more than $2 billion (this number keeps on climbing, 6 months ago it was 21 million in damage then 650 million now 2 billion) worth of California crops each year.  Government’s job is to protect the nation’s food supply from this threat without putting public health at risk ( the health of the public is not even considered in CDFA’s  mission statement http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/CDFA-Mission.html) If we fail to roll this invasion back now, we will not only have to deal with destroyed crops,(because there have been no destroyed crops at this time) but we’ll face the risk of new restrictions on California’s exports (blatant threat to farmers) and growing use of chemical (threat to organic farmers) pesticides by producers 

The approach CDFA and USDA have adopted-using synthetic biochemical pheromones pesticides to disrupt the moth’s reproductive cycle-is scientifically sound (never before has aerial spraying of a biochemical synthetic pheromones pesticide has been successful at eradication ) and environmentally sensitive (650 dead birds after the aerial spraying in Santa Cruz CA 2007).  The Environmental Protection Agency has determined that insect pheromones are non-toxic and pose no threat to the environment or human health (first we are not talking about natural moth given pheromones the ones they are using are biochemical mixtures, and then lets talk about the 75% of toxic inert ingredients).  For the sprays we are looking at using this year ( yet another new pesticide spray concoction- it is a brand new pesticide that they are testing on unwilling citizens), we are taking the additional step of having an EPA-certified laboratory test all their ingredients to see whether any of them could act as irritants or trigger any adverse health reactions.  (EPA bypasses standard routine testing under Section 18 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act “a state or other federal agency may apply for emergency use of a new pesticide”) We will put the results of those tests in the public arena (obtainable only if you file a public records request act) and we will continue to keep the public fully informed about what we are doing and why we are doing it...” (However the all of the ingredients will never released tp the public because that would violate trade secrete laws, Who cares about the people’s right to know what they are being sprayed with - bitter sarcasm)
-Ed Schafer, March 25, 2008, Ag Day at the Capital

For more DISinformation on the (ineffective) Light Brown Apple Moth eradication program, please visit www.cdfa.ca.gov/lbam.
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