From: Elizabeth Quinn <sierraspirit@earthlink.net>

Date: Mon Jan 28, 2008  01:58:19 PM US/Pacific

To: Nikki Howe <nikkihowe@skyhighway.com>

Subject: Mental Health: speaker?

Good morning Ms. Howe,


I am Dr. Elizabeth Quinn, and I am working with California Alliance to Stop the Spray (CASS), a group of citizen volunteers who oppose being aerially or otherwise sprayed with toxic chemicals in the State's efforts to eradicate the Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM).


This issue is of huge public concern.  643 health complaints were made after the aerial spraying in Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties in September, October, and November of 2007.  Experts say many of the 643 health complaints were consistent with inhalation of  the pesticide’s small particles & surfactants.The 200+ page document of these health complaints has been hand-delivered to the governor and  legislators. However, when these reports were brought to the CDFA's and USDA's attention, they have ignored them, commenting that people are over-reacting, and completely discounting people's experiences.


 Moreover, beyond the physical symptoms that can be directly associated with the spray, there is little concern given to the mental and emotional stress caused by the planes' constant flyovers during spray times or the stress of those anticipating future sprays. We know of many people who have moved and are anticipating moving because of this. Citizens are acutely concerned for the health and safety of themselves, their children, neighbors, and pets. 


The state plans to spray primarily residential neighborhoods up to 9 times per year for 2-10 years. Each time, they will spray for 2-6 nights, 8 PM until early AM. We are to stay indoors, close windows, bring in toys, and wash down all outdoor play equipment or eating surfaces afterward. The spray is long-acting and will remain for months. Contrary to publicity, the spray used in Sept, Oct., & Nov., 2007 is not just a moth pheromone. The pheromone is “packaged” in  microcapsules with a cocktail of so-called “inert” but toxic ingredients.


Aerial spraying is an ineffective, outdated, and expensive way to combat the moth, according to scientists and farmers. In fact, after the aerial spraying, the moth has now become more widespread, and the State's "eradication map" has expanded. Scientists and farmers say the moth has become an established pest, is not eradicable, and focus should be on controlling it.

 
In not just two months, CASS has become well organized locally, and is reaching out and establishing working alliances with similar groups in other communities. Nine other California counties have the LBAM (light brown apple moth) and are targeted for eradication efforts.


Because of community outcry in Santa Cruz and Monterey Counties, the CDFA (CA Dept. of Food & Agriculture) has modified it's spray plan. They now say they will resume aerial spraying in late spring/early summer, instead of Feb. or March. However, they will, as early as February, begin spraying our yards, gardens, and plants around our homes ("ground spraying") with a chemical mix containing permethrin, a suspected carcinogen, endrocrine toxicant, gastrointestinal and liver toxicant, neurotoxicant, and reproductive toxicant. 


Less toxic control methods are available, such as sticky traps, and must be given priority.


It has been brought to my attention that it might be of interest to the Mental Health Board to have one of our CASS speakers visit a Board meeting to speak about this issue. If so, please contact me and let me know when your Board meets, and I will arrange to have a CASS representative come and speak.


Thank you for your time and attention,


Dr.Elizabeth Quinn


476-2168

