Congresswoman Speier

400 S. El Camino Real

San Mateo, CA 94402

Dear Congresswoman Speier,

I hope you are well. Now that the election is over I am hoping you will be able to give some focused attention to the finalization of the Light Brown Apple Moth issue. As you undoubtedly know, the toxicity tests that Governor Schwarzenegger ordered to be performed have been released, on election day. The results of these give me no comfort at all regarding our state agencies' ability to protect public and environmental health and make me all the angrier as to the State's almost complete lack of safeguarding public health.

While DPR and CDFA in their press releases conclude that the products used are safe, a review of the actual results raises substantial concern. With regards to the spraying of Checkmate in Monterey and Santa Cruz the actual report concludes that "The possibility that some of the symptoms were caused by the application could not be ruled out." In their report it is further stated that their sensitization test showed the Checkmate preparation that was sprayed on Santa Cruz caused allergic reactions in the animals tested. Other troubling findings included from 20-90% of the animals tested experiencing either some type of reaction, irritation, spots on the liver, and "pale lungs". Pale lungs can be associated with some types of lung tumors and spots on the liver cannot be good at all. I do not accept exposure to something that may cause symptoms in from 20-90% of those exposed. It is not right; especially in light of LBAM's being a very minor pest.


There appears to also be a significant methodological flaw in their studies. They used two different tests to determine the potential for the products to cause sensitization; a Lymph Node Test and a Guinea Pig test. The results were contradictory with the lymph node test showing the pheromones to be a potential allergen/irritant and the Guinea Pig test not. The Lymph Node Assay is more sensitive and is preferred over the guinea pig test. However, when there are contradictory findings the tests typically need to be redone. It is unclear whether this was done. Predictably the Agency focused on the results of the test that said there was no negative effects while discounting the findings of the test that showed a negative reaction.


Also, an environmental monitoring survey was released the other day (also on election day!) and both continue to show the potential hazard of these pesticide applications and continue to show these agencies are not serious about protecting the public. They perform only a limited number of studies and sugar-coat the results to make it appear the pesticides they are planning on using are benign.

The same criticisms we have made in the past continue to apply here; no chronic tests were conducted, no reproductive studies, and, while they conducted inhalation studies on every other product that was not to be used as a spray, they neglected to do an inhalation study and the same sensitization tests on the pure pheromone that was the one product used in the spray. They keep telling us the pure pheromone is safe and then they neglected to fully test it. There is something seriously wrong in their approach. In fact, of all the products tested, the one they sprayed on us was reported to be the most toxic ("moderately).

As the LBAM Reclassification Petition of Harder et al. 2008 shows, LBAM is not the moth of mass destruction as has been portrayed by USDA and CDFA. CDFA/USDA acted hastily on an incomplete knowledge of the biology and risk of LBAM, have misrepresented the data on LBAM, and as Judge Burdick in the Santa Cruz lawsuit stated, no emergency was evident and CDFA abused their authority.

I am grateful for your efforts in representing the views of your constituents regarding the light brown apple moth eradication program. We are greatly relieved that we will not be sprayed directly in the Santa Cruz-Monterey Areas and we are glad that the rest of California will be spared our experience. We also remain concerned of CDFA's continued desire to bring increasing levels of pesticides into our communities, the potential disruption of ecosystem with 1 million wasps per acres, and the dumping of millions of gallons of pheromone solution in our forests for an insect not warranting such action.

I received a communication from Congressman Farr announcing his intention to holding hearings regarding USDA and CDFA's LBAM program. I hope you would be willing to communicate your concerns to Mr. Farr in hopes he will move forward with such a hearing. strongly encourage such hearings to be held and will be watching for these and their outcome. We still have pheromone twist ties all over our neighborhoods, along the coastline, and their application in residential areas in Sonoma; CDFA still wants to have aggressive ground programs that include pheromone-permethrin Splat on 1000 telephone pole per square mile; release of millions of "sterile" insects, as much as half may not actually be sterile; and they still require the nurseries that are right in the middle of our neighborhoods to treat their plants with a host of pesticides tat run into the Monterey Bay. All based on LBAM as a myth of mass destruction. And, they continue to say they may spray the pheromone in rural areas. Probably because they need to use it up. In this area, this means potentially dumping it on well-populated but define rural areas such as Bonnie Doon and Last Chance Road, around the UCSC campus, and around nature preserves such as Wilder Ranch and Waddell Creek. I do not know what it means to the San Mateo area.

As noted in the Monterey and Santa Cruz courts, USDA and CDFA have never provided any sound science to prove that LBAM is truly a threat to any nursery plants, crops, or natural flora. Secretary Kawamura, in a recent Youtube video continues to allege that LBAM threatens native flora and "our way of life", a complete falsehood. This type of rhetoric should not be tolerated.

I look forward to your continued representation on this issue. I would appreciate any update that you can provide regarding the formal questions that you have presented to USDA and CDFA.

My sincere thanks.

Sincerely.

Roy Upton, LBAM Liaison

Citizens For Health

