Dear all,

Yesterday the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to support the Consensus Document in a 5-0 vote, which is cause for great concern (see attached County of Sonoma Agenda Item Summary Report).  The BOS approved the following actions:

1)  Accept presentation of current status of Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) report
2)  Support Sonoma County, and Napa and Sonoma Counties Stakeholders Consensus Document on LBAM
3)  Authorize the Chair to sign a letter urging the State to expedite development of the environmental review process on the methods to be used to control and eradicate LBAM

According to the report, "Assemblywoman Noreen Evans convened a series of LBAM meetings in February 2009 to proactively address public, industry, and environmental concerns."  However, the public was not invited to participate in the Stakeholders Meetings, nor were issues of public health and safety of the proposed pesticide treatments for LBAM control and eradication addressed.  

The Stakeholders made recommendations to CDFA's LBAM Program Plan of Action, which includes SIT, pheromone twist ties, aerial spray, male moth attractant, parasitic wasps, Btk and Spinosad.  A consensus was not reached on the use of aerial spray in forested or inaccessible areas, "but all parties agree that it is not a preferred option."

The Consensus Document was drafted by the Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, Sonoma County Winegrape Commission, Sonoma County Farm Bureau, Sonoma County Administrator's Office, and the Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's Office.  Elected officials were initially asked to sign the Consensus Document but were instead listed as "contributors to the process".  The following organizations and agencies were represented at the meetings:
1. Occidental Arts and Ecology Center 
1. California Certified Organic Farmers 
1. Sonoma County Winegrape Commission 
1. Napa County Sierra Club 
1. Napa Valley Grape Growers 
1. Sonoma County Conservation Action 
1. Community Alliance with Family Farmers 
1. California Land Stewardship Institute 
1. Napa Valley Vintners 
1. Sonoma County Farm Bureau 
1. Napa County Farm Bureau 
1. Office of U.S. Rep. Lynn Woolsey 
1. Office of U.S. Rep. Mike Thompson 
1. Office of Senator Mark Leno 
1. Office of Senator Pat Wiggins 
1. Office of Assemblymember Jared Huffman 
1. Office of Assemblymember Wes Chesbro 
1. Office of Assemblymember Noreen Evans 
1. Napa County Agricultural Commissioner's Office 
1. Marin County Agriculture Commissioner's Office 
1. Sonoma County Administrator's Office 
1. Sonoma County Agricultural Commissioner's Office
According to the BOS summary, "seven stakeholders...endorsed the document out of sixteen.  The remaining stakeholders are expected to endorse the document within the next few weeks, except for one individual.  The Redwood Chapter of the Sierra Club is not taking an official position." 

Yannick Phillips was the only individual who attended the Stakeholders Meetings that did not endorse the Consensus Document on behalf of Mothers Advocating for Children's Health.  The Sierra Club had initially supported the document and withdrew their support, issuing the following statement: "Redwood Chapter regrets the necessity of informing you that we must withdraw our assent to the Napa and Sonoma Counties Stakeholders Consensus Document on the light brown apple moth, as we have learned that there are other processes going forward which at this time preclude the Chapter from making this commitment."

If you have a relationship with any of the environmental organizations and/or State and Federal elected officials who participated in the Stakeholders Meetings, please let them know that without a representative advocating for public health, our concerns have not been addressed.  Furthermore, the draft EIR and LBAM Reclassification Petition must be taken into consideration before any actions are taken on LBAM control and eradication in Napa and Sonoma Counties.

Thanks,
Helen
   

