RESOLUTION NO. 3548

A RESOLUTION OF THE CORTE MADERA TOWN COUNCIL OPPOSING THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AERIAL SPRAY PROGRAM TO ERADICATE THE LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) plans to begin an LBAM aerial spraying program in Marin County and surrounding areas in spring of 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Corte Madera, through adoption of Resolution 3257 in 2002, commits the town to “a pest management policy that favors the use of organic or natural methods” and “a thorough and public process” to “consider the careful and limited use of chemicals of the least toxic nature”’; and 

WHEREAS, the Corte Madera Municipal Code, Chapter 9.33 Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention makes the discharge of pollutants into storm drains illegal; and 

WHEREAS, least-toxic control options are available for LBAM;and 

WHEREAS, the State has claimed an emergency exemption under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in order to begin the LBAM aerial spraying program without conducting environmental review based on an emergency exemption; and 

WHEREAS, the risk of economic damage alone does not justify the health and environmental risks of aerial pesticide applications; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the Corte Madera Town Council: 

1) Opposes the CDFA aerial spray program to eradicate LBAM and supports a moratorium on all proposed aerial spray programs until complete, independent study of the potential health effects of all substances, both active and inert, have been completed. 

2) Requests that CDFA protect the health and welfare of the residents and natural 

environment of Marin County by immediately shifting its LBAM control methods

 to least-toxic Integrated Pest Management methods. 

3) Requests that the State conduct a long-term study of the health and 

environmental effects resulting from the aerial spraying project that has been 

conducted to date in Monterey and Santa Cruz counties, taking into account 

reports collected by citizens in the absence of an easily accessible method of 

reporting to the State. 

4) Supports the introduction and passage of state legislation requiring explicit 

consent of affected residents before any aerial spraying program can be 

implemented. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the Corte Madera Town Council of the Town of Corte Madera, County of Marin, State of California, held on Tuesday, March 18, 2008, by the following vote:

AYES:

Councilmembers Cock, Condon, Lappert, Ravasio

NOES:

- None -

ABSENT:
- None –

ABSTAIN:
Councilmember Dupar







____________________________







Michael Lappert, Mayor

ATTEST

________________________

Christine Green, Town Clerk

