May 5, 2008



A RESOLUTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF MARIN OPPOSING GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER'S AERIAL SPRAY PROGRAM TO ERADICATE THE LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH

WHEREAS, Governor Schwarzenegger and his Department of Food and Agriculture, in an effort to eradicate the light brown apple moth, presently plan to begin the aerial spraying of numerous chemicals on the people, including mothers and children, of Mill Valley, Corte Madera, Larkspur, Tiburon, Sausalito, and Belvedere, and millions of other San Francisco Bay Area and Monterey Bay Area residents in August 2008, and to continue to aerially spray these people every 30-90 days, for as long as three years, at all times having absolutely no knowledge of the immediate and long term health effects of spraying said numerous chemicals upon actual human beings;

WHEREAS, Governor Schwarzenegger and his Department of Food and Agriculture aerially sprayed these numerous chemicals on the people, including mothers and children, of Monterey and Santa Cruz counties in the Fall of 2007, with said aerial spraying resulting in immediate adverse health consequences for at least 600 people, and with, at present, wholly unknown long term health consequences for the people of Monterey and Santa Cruz counties;

WHEREAS, experts have testified that the wide geographic range over which the light brown apple moth has now been found in California indicates that it has been established, undetected in this state for decades, during which time it has caused absolutely no physical crop damage in California, and that, as in New Zealand, where it is established, the light brown apple moth is readily and effectively controlled by natural predators;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Democratic Central Committee of Marin formally supports using the least toxic Integrated Pest Management based upon the precautionary principle, and opposes the program of Governor Schwarzenegger and his Department of Food and Agriculture to aerially spray Marin and the rest of the state of California to eradicate the light brown apple moth, calling upon him to immediately cease and desist all plans and efforts to spray Marin and the rest of the state; and furthermore, calls upon the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to downgrade the current USDA classification of the light brown apple moth as a quarantineable pest, such that the USDA removes the quarantine of areas where the light brown apple moth has been found in California.
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