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RESOLUTION NO. N§-27,634

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA CRUZ OPPOSING THE
LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH SPRAYING IN THE CITY OF SANTA CRUZ UNLESS
AND UNTIL THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
PROVIDES ADEQUATE ANSWERS TO THE SERIOUS QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS
REGARDING THE HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THE SPRAYING

WHEREAS, on September 26, 2007, the California Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA) announced that aerial pheromone treatments would proceed in portions of Santa Cruz
County, including the City of Santa Cruz, in response to an infestation of the non-native insect,
the Light Brown Apple Moth, which was discovered earlier this year; and

WHEREAS, the CDFA predicated this decision on the sizable economic and agricultural
product loss and negative repercussions to interstate and international trade threatened by the
Light Brown Apple Moth, which has a host list of over 1,000 plant species and 250 crops and
could cause a loss to the agriculture industry of Santa Cruz County and the State of California
exceeding $640 million annually, including costs to control the insect; and

WHEREAS, for these reasons, the CDFA declared a state of emergency and rapidly initiated
an eradication campaign for the Light Brown Apple Moth, which was to be effected through
courses of aerial treatments using Checkmate pheromone pesticides, commencing in the
Monterey Peninsula and progressing north; and

WHEREAS, after a minor delay, the aerial treatments proceeded in Monterey to the distress
of residents who felt that inadequate notice of the spraying was provided and that questions
about the effects of the spraying on public and environmental health went unanswered by the
CDFA and are unanswered still; and )

WHEREAS, Assemblymember John Laird and local elected officials in Santa Cruz County
have expressed strong concerns with the CDFA’s public notification and participation process,
the secrecy surrounding the ingredients of the Checkmate products, and the CDFA’s reluctance
or inability to satisfy important questions, particularly surrounding the pheromone and its inert
carrier’s impact on public health and the environment; and

WHEREAS, in the past weeks, a lawsuit was brought forward by a Carmel environmental
group challenging the CDFA spraying in Monterey, leading to a temporary restraining order that
halted the spraying and which was recently lifted by a Monterey Superior Court Judge, clearing
the way for the CDFA to recommence spraying in the Monterey Peninsula; and

WHERLEAS, as part of his decision, the Monterey Superior Court Judge who ruled in the case
ordered the CDFA to initiate public outreach and response programs including a website, an e-
mail subscription service, fact sheets, and e-mail and phone hotlines to report adverse health
effects of the spraying, which the CDFA agreed to provide; and
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WHEREAS, over the weekend of October 20-21%, Governor Schwarzenegger ordered the
CDFA to resume the eradication project and to make public the ingredients of the Checkmate
LBAM-F product, which will be the only product used in future applications; and

WHEREAS, the City of Santa Cruz is pleased with the release of the Checkmate ingredients
list and the public outreach and response programs that will be established by the State and
considers these actions as absolute necessities and rightful outcomes of the intense public outery
in Monterey and Santa Cruz; and

WHEREAS, although it appreciates the State’s actions, the City of Santa Cruz maintains a
position of opposition to the Light Brown Apple Moth spraying while unanswered questions
remain and meaningful environmental and public health review, with independent, third-party
corraboration, has yet to be undertaken; and

WHEREAS, Light Brown Apple Moth aerial spraying is slated to commence in Santa Cruz
County on November 4, 2007.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Santa Cruz
does hereby state its opposition to the Light Brown Apple Moth aerial pheromone treatments
proposed for the City of Santa Cruz, unless and until, the CDFA provides satisfactory answers to
the health and environmental concerns held by our City residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council, in taking this position, does not
preclude itself from acting on its prior decision to pursue a temporary restraining order to halt the
CDFA spraying.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby directed to express the City's

position to its State elected representatives, Assemblymember Laird and Senator Simitian, and to
work with them in urging the State to resolve the list of unanswered concerns and questions.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 23" day of October, 2007, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Porter, Mathews, Madrigal,
Vice Mavor Coonerty; Mayor Reilly.

NOES: Councilmember Robinson.

ABSENT: Councilmember Rotkin.

DISQUALIFIED: None.
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