Dear Environmental Advisory Task Force Members,

At the last meeting of the EATF, Mr. Leavitt expressed that this Task Force is meant to represent the concerns of citizens to CDFA. It is with this in mind that I attach for your interest a report I developed from the available information regarding the bird die-off that was temporally associated with the first aerial spray of Santa Cruz.

While the report of the Department of Fish and Game concluded that this die-off was not associated with the spray and that it was likely due to red tide, even a cursory review of the data on which that conclusion was based demonstrates that such a conclusion could not be made.

It is clear there are two distinct sides regarding the LBAM issue; those that believe the justifications provided by CDFA and support the LBAM spraying program without either questioning or reviewing the actual data and those who oppose the LBAM eradication program from a similarly uncritical perspective. What is most lacking in this polarized debate is an independent critical scientific middle ground that can help shed light on the issues from a factual rather than rhetorical perspective, which has been evident from those on both sides of the debate. 

I ask that you review this document with an open and critical mind. My attempt in developing this was to accurately assess, as best as is possible without the benefit of the scientific technology that the State has at its disposal, the relationship between the spray and the die-off. My primary motivation is due to a love of the environment and the desire to see it protected, not simply because of opposition to any spraying program. 

Should you have any questions regarding this report, please feel free to contact me.

My sincere regards.

Roy Upton

herbal@got.net
831-461-6317

