Hi, I just returned from the EIR meeting in Monterey and figured I'd give you some perspective.

From CDFA:
Bob Dowell, Director of LBAM eradication program
Jim Reins, a staff scientist, responsible for doing the EIR, i believe.

A lady, who is from an EIR consulting firm, Entrix?
A transcriber guy.

Bob Dowell gives a 15 minute introduction.
Then the rest of evening the audience is supposed to deliver to them verbally (and in writing if you like - they have forms for written submission, and you can also use your own), the items you want included on the EIR. However, they will not give you a receipt for your items submitted nor do they suggest you will see answers to your specific inclusions, but rather they will try to accumulate all comments and deal with them in their draft EIR covering the subjects of the comments.

After the 15 minute introduction, the two guys from the CDFA never said a word or made a comment to the comments from the audience. Jim Reins did seem to take notes.

This is NOT an information dog and pony show that we are used to. Kawamura is NOT there. It is not clear if Bob Dowell is in management or not at the CDFA and it is not clear if he can influence anything one way or another, though honestly he doesn't seem to want to do anything but spray.

The audience speakers were all excellent. Monterey does not have the numbers of SC, but they are well informed and good people, and there was a good crowd. Privilege to be amongst them: Janis and Dennis and John and his family and David and Bill and so many others, and a good representation from SC with Elizabeth and Marilyn and others.

Bill Monning spoke so well. He is an attorney working with the Monterey cause and the entire oposition to the spray cause and he is running for Assembly. http://www.billmonning.org/index.html. Please tell every person that you know to vote for him. Really, everybody tell a dozen people and keep telling people and have them tell people. He is definitely one of the truly good guys and so qualified, incredible speaker and it would be great to have him be our representative. 

Based on the number of people in Monterey, each person was asked to limit their talk to three minutes. I would anticipate a much greater number in Santa Cruz so the time will certainly be limited, probably a couple minutes or even less. Hope that helps with perspective for the SC EIR meeting.

The moderator said all four EIR meetings will be the same with the same panel.

See you there, 


