Dear President Obama,

 

Your urgent action is needed to: 1) Appoint a new director to the USDA who is willing to listen to our elected representatives, scientists, international organic agricultural experts, and health experts when making policy and procedural decisions, and 2) To halt the use of millions of taxpayer dollars to fund the LBAM eradication effort. 

 

The USDA is currently advertising for a "permanent" LBAM Operations Manager based in California, despite the fact that LBAM is NOT a threat to California agriculture. A decision in California court documented that the LBAM has NOT caused ANY damage to California crops or native plants. US Rep Sam Farr has petitioned the USDA to get it reclassified so that eradication would no longer be necessary. Over 30,000 people have signed a petition against the abuses of the LBAM program. Numerous scientific reports demonstrate that the fear of LBAM is unfounded, is based upon very old data that has been discounted by scientists at the University of California, and that massive control efforts are a waste of taxpayer money. 

 

Please take immediate action to halt the hiring of an LBAM Operations Manager.

 

Please pay careful attention to the scientific integrity and independence of the person you appoint to head up the USDA. This office has historically promoted the over-use of pesticides that rake up taxpayer costs in benefit of big ag profits. Such strategies greatly threaten organic agriculture, small family farms, and place a huge burden on the health of our environment and the people of our nation. 

 

Further information on the LBAM issue along with links to scientific reports can be found at:

 

http://ccc.stopthespray.org/
http://cassonline.org/press_releases.html
http://cassonline.org/links.html
http://www.lbamspray.com/
http://www.panna.org/resources/lbam
http://www.stopthespray.org/
http://stopthespraymarin.org/
http://www.dontspraycalifornia.org/
http://www.pesticidewatch.org/
 

Thank you!

 

your name
