RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE ______________________________ SCHOOL DISTRICT OPPOSING THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) SPRAYING OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS, DAY CARE CENTERS, AND SCHOOL YARDS TO ERADICATE THE LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH (LBAM).

Whereas, the Light brown apple moth (LBAM) is a pest subject to Federal and State quarantine and eradication orders; and

Whereas, there is a confirmed presence of LBAM throughout Santa Cruz County; and 

Whereas, the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has already commenced the aerial spraying of a pheromone-pesticide solution over residential areas, parks, day care centers, and schools; and

Whereas, this pheromone-pesticide solution has never been aerially sprayed over residential areas thus is experimental; and 

Whereas, the CDFA plans to continue an aggressive program of aerial pheromone-pesticide spraying over these same areas for 3-4 days, every 30 to 90 for up to 10 years; and

Whereas, this spraying program will result in continued exposure of the pheromone-pesticide solution to our children and around our day care centers and school yards; and 

Whereas, the Department of Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) Consensus Statement
 shows that no independent studies that would suggest that continued exposure of the pheromone-pesticide is expected to be safe for school children and pregnant women have been performed; and 

Whereas, children and developing fetuses are most vulnerable to even low concentrations of environmental toxins, such as pesticides; and

Whereas, the DPR Consensus Statement acknowledge no chronic toxicity studies have been performed; and 

Whereas, the DPR Consensus Statement shows that respiratory problems due to the pheromone-pesticide microscapsule delivery system are plausible; and 

Whereas, a CDFA study
 show that the potential for respiratory illness due to the pheromone-pesticide microscapsule delivery system was underestimated; and 

Whereas, more than 600 post-spray adverse effects, many respiratory-related, have been reported in Monterey and Santa Cruz counties, including the near-death of a Monterey child due to a pheromone-pesticide-induced asthmatic attack; and 

Whereas, the CDFA has announced the possibility of additional ground and aerial emission of another pesticide (permethrin) that is more toxic than the pheromone solution and intends to come into certain backyards, neighborhoods, parks, and schools without permission; and

Whereas, aerial and other blanket pesticide applications have repeatedly been shown in the past to result in human toxicities, some generational; and 

Whereas, such toxicities often remain unknown for decades; and 

Whereas, pesticide treatments are have repeatedly been shown to upset the balance of ecosystems in unpredictable and often catastrophic ways; and

Whereas, no environmental impact review has been performed; and 

Whereas, no pheromone-pesticide has ever been used to eradicate a species and according to biologists
, 
 likely will not succeed in doing so; and 

Whereas, the CDFA has claimed potential economic damage to crops as their justification for the spraying program; and 

Whereas, the CDFA has reported no damage to agricultural crops due to LBAM; and 

Whereas, the risk of economic damage alone does not justify ignoring the potential for health and environmental risks due to any pesticide spray;

NOW, therefore be it resolved and ordered that the _________________ School District:

1) Opposes the CDFA LBAM-eradication aerial spray program;

2) Requests that CDFA immediately cease all future plans to subject residential areas and our school children to aerial spray of pesticides;

3) Requests that the State or Federal Agencies conduct appropriate safety studies prior to the recommencement of any future` spraying;

4) Requests that the appropriate environmental impact reviews be conducted prior to the recommencement of any future spraying;

5) Requests that CDFA seek alternate means to promote agricultural trade equilibrium that does not require the spraying of schools, day care centers, parks, and innocent children.

6) Supports legislation that will prevent the aerial spraying of citizens without representation and consent.
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