CDFA LBAM ERADICATION PROGRAM DRAFT EIR

SIMPLE INSTRUCTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS HOW TO RESPOND*

1. SEND your Draft EIR questions by mail to: 

Jim Rains, Staff Environmental Scientist, California Department of Food & Agriculture, 1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814


or FAX questions to:   Jim Rains at (916) 654-1018


or EMAIL questions to:   LBAM_EIR@cdfa.ca.gov

Send copies of email questions to: eir@lbamspray.com
(put eir@lbamspray.com in the cc section of your email to the CDFA)

Send copies of all snail mail questions to: 
CASS, 107 Washington St. # 107, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

It is important that we have copies that you submitted to the CDFA so we can monitor the CDFA and be sure they have answered your questions in the  final EIR.

2. CDFA is required to respond in a substantial way to questions asked, so ASK QUESTIONS rather than just making comments because comments can be responded to as: "Comment noted."

3. Probably good to:

-
Number your questions.

-
If you make statements preliminary to your question, do not hide your question in the same paragraph, but rather put some "White space" between your statements and your question so your question stands out.

-
Consider bolding or increasing the font size of your questions.

-
Make questions clear and vivid.

4. Consider the public and most importantly the judge as the final audience for the questions.

-
Be respectful, etc.

5.
Expose items in the EIR that based on opinion rather than science.


Their opinions have to be based on substantial evidence and sound science.

6.
For those interested in applying quantitative / statistical relations to questions the following General Questions may apply:

A.
What measurements were used to determine the significance of criteria?

B.
What is the method they used to measure those criteria?

C.
What is the baseline criteria or starting point for each measurement?

D.
What is the margin of error, variance and level of confidence for the statistic?

E.
Which criteria assumptions are most sensitive in impacting significance estimations and what is the sensitivity of those criteria?

F.
What is the threshold number where the impact changes from not significant to significant and the rational for that threshold?


For those knowledgeable please reference your questions to reports or scientific evidence exposing CDFA’s misinforming. A helpful page: www.lbamspray.com/Reports.htm
7.
Questions should come from many people and parties, rather than all grouped together and submitted by one person or organization.  However, it would be wise for organizations to collect copies of many people's questions so that there will be records of questions that were submitted to CDFA, particularly important if some questions get ignored or discarded.  So send copies (cc) of your submitted questions to EIR@LBAMSPRAY.com.

8.
This is not a job that some specific Law Firm is taking on.  If questions are not properly answered or supported with valid science, then that justifies a lawsuit against the CDFA filed by an attorney later on, so it is important that the public ask the questions at this time, up through the deadline of Monday, September 28, 2009 by 
5 pm California time.

9.
Remember that 33 City Councils and County Boards of Supervisors and over 90 other school boards, unions and other organizations each passed resolutions against this CDFA program.  So bring this Draft EIR process to their attention and/or to the attention of their attorneys and encourage them all to participate in this EIR process.  Those Cities, Counties and Organizations can be seen at: http://ccc.stopthespray.org/
10.
Some people in the Santa Cruz area are working in teams on various chapters of the Draft EIR.  If you want to work with them as part of a team, email to: comments@LBAMspray.com.  Please put "EIR sign up" in the email subject.

*
thanks to David Dilworth of Help Our Peninsula's Environment (HOPE) for his assistance with these Draft EIR suggestions

